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Sacramental Preparation

Is your son or daughter ready
to receive the sacraments of
Reconciliation and
Communion? Sacramental
preparation meetings are
beginning October 11th.

Meetings will be held from
11:45AM- 1:15PM between

the Masses. This is a parent and child meeting,
lunch will be included.

Register online at www.sja-catholicchurch.com/.
For questions contact Maria Holmes for questions
503-742-8201 or m.holmes@sja-
catholicchurch.com

Family of Faith

Starting this Fall, faith formation (formerly CCD/
Religious Education) will be done using a family
model. This means that parents and children will
be together at meetings, and that parents will be
the primary adults shaping their children’s faith.

Family of Faith begins November. For questions
contact Ryan Mainard 503-742-8228 or
r.mainard@sja-catholicchurch.com. Register
online at www.sja-catholicchurch.com.

Youth Group and
Confirmation (9-12th grade)

Join us this Fall for YDisciple, a program that
focuses on small group discipleship. Confirmation
is also open for 9th graders this year. Both
programs run simultaneously.

We will laugh together, pray together and
encounter Christ in a personal way. Bring a friend
for food, fellowship, and fun! Jesus is inviting you
to follow Him, will you say yes?

Wednesdays starting October 14, 2020 from
7-8:30pm. Find out more details soon on the SJA
website. Contact Maria Holmes for questions
503-742-8201 or m.holmes@sja-
catholicchurch.com

Your Home - A School of Virtue
“[Parent’s responsibility to their children is] above
all to pass on to them the lived truth of the faith
and to educate them in
love of God and
neighbor. This is the
parents' first duty in the
heart of the "domestic
church"… The family
is therefore the principal school of the social
virtues which are necessary to every society…
The family is the first and fundamental school of
social living…”

Family Faith Formation at SJA

If you have any questions about our parish or would like to join, please contact our parish office
417 Washington St. Oregon City, OR † 503-742-8200 † Fax: 503-742-8219

Limited-Participation Masses offered by sign-up only
Drive-up (In-car) Confessions: Saturday 3:30pm - 4:30pm (new time)

For Prayer Requests: email sjachurch.prayerchain@gmail.com
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The position of the Gospel
according toMatthewas the
first of the four gospels in
the New Testament reflects
both the view that it was the
first to be written, a view
that goes back to the late
second century A.D., and
the esteem in which it was
held by the Church; no
other was so frequently
quoted in the noncanonical
literature of earliest
Christianity. Although the
majority of scholars now
reject the opinion about the
time of its composition, the
high estimationof thiswork
remains. The reason for that
becomes clear upon study

of the way in which Matthew presents his story of Jesus,
the demands of Christian discipleship, and the breaking-
in of the new and final age through the ministry but
particularly through the death and resurrection of Jesus.
The Year ‘A’ Sunday cycle in the liturgical year always
has the Sunday Gospel readings from the Gospel of
Matthew. It was be very beneficial to you spiritually to
read and reflect on the Gospel of Matthew before the end
of the liturgical year. St. Matthew, Apostle and
Evangelist, Pray for us.

CLACKAMAS COUNTY FIRES: Large parts of
Clackamas County are engulfed in flames creating
apocalyptic looking skies and some parts of the

neighboring towns around Oregon City are ablaze.
As these hazardous fires continue to burn and spread,
many of you have evacuated and others are staying
alert and anxious. The City of Oregon City is on a
level 1 (itwas on level 2 evacuation notice lastweek).
We continue to see extremely poor air quality in
Oregon City-Clackamas area. Reports of the loss of
life, property and livelihood weigh heavily on us and
myheart reaches out in solidarity andprayer to all our
parishioners, especially the Kremin family, our
friends and the community.

Some of you have reached out to me and asked how
you can assist these families affected by these fires.
The families affected by the fires havemoved to safer
shelters and are trying to figure out what their needs
and howwe can assist them.At this timewhatwe can
do best is dealwith this newchallenge by staying safe
indoorsand following thedirectionsof theauthorities
in Clackamas County. Let us keep in our constant
prayer all these
families who have lost
their homes, property
and livelihood, the fire
fighters, volunteers,
and their families.

Many Blessings,

Rev. Maxy D’Costa
Pastor

Pastor's Weekly Reflection - continued

Just a Little Humor
Lesson in Patience
A mother and her two sons
were heading to the
church’s gathering space
after Mass when the boys
began arguing over who
would be first in line to get
a doughnut. Their mother
saw the opportunity for a
moral lesson.
“If Jesus were here,” she
told them, “he would say,

‘Let my brother go first. I
can wait.’”
The younger boy turned to
his brother and said, “You
be Jesus.”

The Respect Life Ministry
The Respect
Life Ministry
invites you to
support Team
St. John the Apostle Catholic Church in the 2020 Obria
Medical Clinic (formerly Hope 360) Walk (which was
cancelled due to the smoky condtions). Go to
www.fortheone.org/get-involved/ ,Click on Oregon
City Sign-up and scroll down to Team St. John the
Apostle Catholic Church to donate. Our goal is $3,000
for the pregnancy Clinc. Questions? Phone Tom Call
503 349-4351



Pope's Prayer Intentions - September
Respect for the Planet’s Resources. We pray that the planet’s resources will
not be plundered, but shared in a just and respectful manner.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Every Friday:
All are invited to Adoration
every Friday from after 8:00am
Mass (about 8:45am) to
4:00pm. Please come spend
some time in prayer and
reflection with your family
before the Blessed Sacrament.

Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus,

I believe that You are present in the Most Holy
Sacrament.

I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You
into my soul.

Since I cannot at this moment receive You
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite

myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.

PRAY

Limited Opening of St. John the Apostle Church
We are now allowed to have up to 50 people at Masses, that includes essential ministers. Masses won't
have 50 spots to signup on Flocknote, because we are keeping some spots for people who are not on
Flocknote, or don't have email or the ability to text. Also, some spots are reserved for 1st Communicants
and their families.

+ Attendance at weekendMass is by sign-up only.
+ Now, most sign ups will be via Flocknote. You will get an email with a link to sign up.
+ If you don't have email or a texting phone, call the office at 503-742-8202 to make your
request.

Mass Times: Saturday: 5:00pm
Sunday: 8:30am, 10:30am & 1:30pm (Spanish)
Tuesday - Friday: 8:00am, no Monday Mass (must sign in, but no sign ups required)

If you or someone in your family is not feeling well, please do not come to church. When coming to
your assigned Mass, the only entrance door will be the door by the chapel. Face masks are now
required except for those with a medical condition that precludes them from wearing a mask and
children under 5 years of age. A Hospitality Minister will check you off the list.

Church Open During The Week For Prayer
The church will be openMonday - Friday after 8:00am Mass to 4:00pm (Saturday - 8:00am - 3:00pm) for
personal prayer and reflection. Please enter through the side door of the church.

New Weekday Mass Time
Daily Mass has returned to 8:00am. No Mass sign ups will be required, but each
person will need to sign in on the sheet on the clipboard at the door. There will be no
Hospitality Minister there, but everyone is expected to wear masks, maintain social
distance and, please, assist any newcomers.
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Rebekah Zamani | 503-742-8203
r.zamani@sja-catholicchurch.com

Pastoral Associate:
Ryan Mainard | 503-742-8228
r.mainard@sja-catholicchurch.com

Parish Office: office@sja-catholicchurch.com
Administrative Assistant & Bulletin Editor
Corinne Welters | 503-742-8202

Facilities Manager:
Juvenal Jaimes | 503-742-8202
j.juvenal@sja-catholicchurch.com

Hispanic Ministry | 503-742-8221
Youth Ministry:
Maria Holmes | 503-742-8201
m.holmes@sja-catholicchurch.com

Website Editor:
Felix Barba f.barba@sja-catholicchurch.com

Little Lambs Childcare & Catechesis:
Jenny Barrett
j.barrett@sja-catholicchurch.com

Admin Council Chair: Barry Brenneke
Pastoral Council Chair: Nichole Blair |
971-925-8500 | nicbicky@aol.com
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Mass IntentionsParish & School Staff

Sacraments and Services
About Baptism Formation: Completed paperwork needed 30 days
in advance. To begin the process, contact RyanMainard, Pastoral
Associate: Phone 503-742-8228
Email: r.mainard@sja-catholicchurch.com
Marriage:Couples that plan to get married, please contact our Parish
Priest for Marriage Formation Classes 9 months prior to the desired
wedding date. (pastor@sja-catholicchurch.com)
FuneralMass / Service: Please first contact Rev. Maxy D'Costa at
503-742-8200 to plan a funeral service at St. John the Apostle for your
loved one at your earliest convenience. If you would like your loved
one buried in the St. John the Apostle cemetery, please contact Gary
Avery at 503-655-7148 to make those arrangements
FamilyMember that hasmoved to assisted living/care facility/
hospice: If you have a family member that has moved to a care
facility please inform the parish office so we can arrange for pastoral
care and we will note the address in our records.
Assisted Hearing System:We have an assisted listening system to
help facilitate better hearing for all of our members. Contact the office.
FORMED! Connect Now
Online Faith Formation Content. Visit sja-
catholicchurch.formed.org to register.
Bulletin Announcements
Bulletin Announcements due on the Friday, nine days before the
Bulletin publication date. bulletin@sja-catholicchurch.com

This week's featured advertiser is:

24-7MedAlarm.com
Please support our advertisers that make this bulletin possible.

Sat Sept 19 10:00am Cutter Jones INT
Sun Sept 20 8:30am All Parishioners

10:30am Loretta Shuell †
1:30pm

Mon Sept 21 Millie Dover INT
Tues Sept 22 8:00am Calline Leal INT
Wed Sept 23 8:00am Helen Susanka †
Thur Sept 24 8:00am Kathy McAllister †
Fri Sept 25 8:00am Robert Rich †
Sat Sept 26 5:00pm Patricia Trappee †
Sun Sept 27 8:30am All Parishioners

10:30am Brendan Adams †
1:30pm

Weekly Offertory
Week of August 30 $ 10,032.93
Week of September 6 $ 5,278.00
Week of September 13 $ 11,479.15
Last Year Compare $ 136,746.55
YTD Received $ 123,793.10
Difference $ (12,953.45)

St. Vincent de Paul Food
Pantry
This week's need is chicken noodle
soup. The Food Pantry is in need of
additional volunteers to help
distribute food boxes. If you are able
to help, or would like more
information, please contact Joane
Linker at 503-656-7451.

Welcome Cafe
Welcome Cafe will continue to
distribute sack lunches on the 3rd
and 4th Sundays. Welcome Cafe is
NOT accepting
clothing and
personal hygene
products right
now.

Archdiocese Seminarian Appeal
This weekend, is the Seminarian Appeal weekend.
The Seminarian Appeal provides substantial
fnancial support to seminarians and faith
formation at all levels and provides a Catholic
presence for tens of thousands of people. Please
prayerfully consider your gift as we join together
to support seminarian education in western
Oregon. If you didn't receive an envelope at
home, there are envelopes at the entrance to the
church. Please use those postage-paid envelopes
to mail directly to the Archdiocese of Portland.



Dearest Brothers and Sisters,
Greetings.
Seek the LORD while he may be found, call him while
he is near.

SUNDAY GOSPEL REFLECTION: Why do we
resent the well-being of others? In today's Gospel, the
workers who were called to work early in the morning
resent thosewhowerecalledat the endof thedayandwere
paid the same, and they resent the generosity of the owner
of the vineyard. So, focused on the money the last group
received, they cannot share in the joy of people who have
found a job. This parable teaches us about God's
paradoxical generosity andmercy.God alwayswelcomes
those who seek his presence and refuge, regardless of
whether it be early in their lifetime or later on in years. As
Pope Francis would say, we cannot allow ourselves to
enter into a dialogue with the enemy that consumes our
hearts with envy, allowing hatred and resentment to take
over our feelings

FEAST OF ST. MATTHEW, APOSTLE AND
EVAGELIST: According to tradition, Matthew and
John were Apostles. Matthew was a Jew who worked for

the occupying Roman forces, collecting taxes from other
Jews. The Romans were not scrupulous about what the
“tax farmers” got for themselves. Hence the latter, known
as “publicans,” were generally hated as traitors by their
fellow Jews. The Pharisees lumped them with
“sinners” (see Matthew 9:11-13). So it was shocking to
them to hear Jesus call such aman to be one of his intimate
followers.

Matthew got Jesus in further trouble by having a sort of
going-away party at his house. The Gospel tells us that
many tax collectors and “those knownas sinners” came to
the dinner. The Pharisees were still more badly shocked.
What business did the supposedly great teacher have
associating with such immoral people? Jesus’ answer
was, “Thosewho arewell do not need a physician, but the
sick do. Go and learn the meaning of the words, ‘I desire
mercy, not sacrifice.’ I did not come to call the righteous
but sinners” (Matthew 9:12b-13). Jesus is not setting
aside ritual and worship; he is saying that loving others is
even more important. No other particular incidents about
Matthew are found in the New Testament.

(continued on page 2)

Pastor's Weekly Reflection
THE LORD IS NEAR TO ALLWHO CALL UPON HIM

SJA CHURCH BELL TOWER:
The sixty-three years old SJA bell
tower and the Church building are
treasures that our ancestors in faith
have handed down to us. While we
gather together two worship and pray
in this beautiful church, we share the
responsibility to maintain it and keep
it in best condition for generations
after us. As you may have heard, the
bell tower repair and maintenance
work have to be done as per the
recommendations by the consultant
and engineer. This project will cost
the Church $35,000.00.

It is exciting for me to let you know
that as of today we have raised
through donations and pledges
$12,550.00, that is, we have met 36%
of our goal. I sincere gratitude to these parishioners for

their very generous contributions.We have ways to go to
meet our goal but this is a great start so
I appeal to you for help with whatever
dollar amount you cangive toward this
project in the coming five weeks. If
you would like to make a monthly
contributionwith a pledged gift for the
next few months, that would be
fantastic as well. Please know that this
‘ask’ is not easy, knowing how
generously you have been committed
to support the parish weekly offertory
even during these tough times. Yet, I
have no choice but to ask for your
donations, and I stay confident that
you, St. John theApostle Parishioners,
will meet our goal within the next five
weekends so we can begin the work
and complete this bell tower repairs.
Thank you.
Rev. Maxy D’Costa, Pastor


